New monoclonal antibodies identify the glycoprotein carrying the CA 125 epitope.
CA 125 is an antigenic determinant located on the surface of ovarian carcinoma cells and elevated in the serum of greater than 90% of patients with carcinoma. The antigen, derived from the ovarian epithelium, has been described as a mucinlike glycoprotein greater than 200 kd. To date little is known of the metabolic regulation or expression of this antigen in either normal or neoplastic tissues. New monoclonal antibodies that we describe here recognize both unique and similar epitopes to OC 125. These reagents may allow for a more complete definition of the structure and expression of the CA 125 complex. These antibodies recognize high-molecular weight (greater than 200 kd) subspecies and a lower-molecular-weight (68 kd) subspecies of the antigen and identify it in the cytoplasm and the extracellular matrix of CA 125-producing cells.